
Read Write Inc., developed by Ruth Miskin, provides a structured and systematic 
approach to teaching Literacy in EYFS and KS1. It is used by more than a quarter of 
the UK's primary schools and is designed to create fluent readers, confident speakers 
and willing writers. 
  
Each Read Write Inc. programme meets the higher expectations of the new 
curriculum and uses effective assessment to accelerate every child's progress. 

 

Read Write Inc - Our Phonics Scheme 
  
The Government strongly recommend the use of synthetic phonics when teaching 
early literacy skills to children. Synthetic phonics is simply the ability to convert a 
letter or letter group into sounds that are then blended together into a word. 
  
Here at the Gnosall St. Lawrence COE Primary Academy, we are proud to be a Read, 
Write Inc Model School to get children off to a flying start with their English. RWI is 
a method of learning based upon letter sounds and phonics, and we use it to aid 
children in their reading and writing. Read, Write Inc has been extremely successful 
in our school, leading to our Phonics results always being well above the national 
average. 
  
Reading opens the door to learning. A child who reads a lot will become a good 
reader. A good reader will be able to read more challenging material. A child who 
can read more challenging material is a child who will learn. The more a child 
learns, the more he or she will want to find out. 
  
The children are assessed regularly and grouped according to their ability. They will 
work with a RWI trained teacher or teaching assistant. 
 
Reception 
In Reception all children will learn how to ‘read’ the sounds in words and how those 
sounds can be written down. 
   
Reading 
When using RWI to read the children will: 

 Learn 44 sounds and the corresponding letter/letter groups using simple prompts 
 Learn to read words using sound blending (Fred talk) 
 Read lively stories featuring words they have learnt to sound out 



 Show that they comprehend the stories by answering 'Find It' and 'Prove It' 
  
Writing 
When using RWI to write the children will: 

 Learn to write the letter/letter groups which represent the 44 sounds 
 Learn to write words by saying the sounds and graphemes (Fred fingers) 

  
Talking 
When using RWI the children will also work in pairs: 

 To answer questions 
 To take turns talking and listening to each other 
 To give positive praise to each other 

 
Year One & Year Two 
Children follow the same format as Reception but will work on complex sounds and 
read books appropriate to their reading level. Daily sessions of RWI phonics last for 
one hour.  Once children become fluent speedy readers they will move on to ‘The 
Write Stuff’ English programme. 
 
  
Fred Talk 
We use pure sounds (‘m’ not’ muh’,’s’ not ‘suh’, etc.) so that your 
child will be able to blend the sounds into words more easily. 
At school we use a puppet called Fred who is an expert on sounding 
out words! We call it, ‘Fred Talk’. E.g. m-o-p, c-a-t, m-a-n, sh-o-p, b-
l-a-ck. 
  
The following video is an example of blending sounds with 
Fred. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dEzfpod5w_Q 
  
Helping at Home 
Read Write Inc Books 
Please encourage your child to read though the speed sounds page first, then the 
green and red words page. Then check your child understands the meaning of words 
on the vocabulary check page, before they start reading the book. Your child will 
have read this book at least three times before they bring it home. They should be 
able to read this book with fluency and expression by the time they bring it home 
and they should have a good comprehension of what the book is about. At the back 
of the book are find it/prove it questions for you to do with your child. 
  
Finally, don't worry if your child is struggling at first with their sounds and words, 
they will get there in their own time. If you have time (we know it is very 
precious!), we would urge you to try and read stories to your child before they go to 
bed. This will help develop a wider vocabulary which makes a vast difference to 
their quality of writing but it will also encourage them to enjoy a good story. 

For more information about Read Write Inc, click on the following 
website https://ruthmiskin.com/en/find-out-more/parents/. 
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